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The exhibition entitled “Japan
discovers the West: A diplomatic
mission, 1871-1873” held under the
supervision of late Prof. Iwakura
Tomotada and Prof. Iwakura Shōko at
the Japanese Cultural Institute in
Rome from 25th May to 30th June
1994 provided the occasion to study
more closely the Iwakura mission in
Italy, the outcome of which has been
published in the catalogue
accompanying the exhibition: Iwakura
Shōko (ed.), Il Giappone scopre
l’Occidente. Una missione
diplomatica, 1871-73, Japanese
Cultural Institute, Rome, 1994. Few
years later, the catalogue has been
translated into Japanese: Iwakura
Shōko (ed.), Iwakura

shisetsudan to Itaria, Kyōto, Kyōto
daigaku gakujutsu shuppankai, 1997.
The exhibition deals with the visit of
the Iwakura mission to Italy, beginning
with the signing of the treaty stipulated
between Italy and Japan in 1866, and
with reference to archive documents in
the Ministry for Foreign Affairs it will
describe how much news about
Japan was reported in Italy during that
period.
The key player in the relations
between the two countries at the time
was Count FÈ d'Ostiani, appointed
Minister Plenipotentiary for China and
Japan in 1870, just over a year before
the Iwakura mission set out for the
Western world. The Count was later to
return to Italy to accompany the

members of the mission during their
visit there from 8th May to 3rd June
1873.
One of the most important sources of
information regarding this visit was
books 73-78 of the Tokumei zenken
taishi Beiō kairan jikki by Kume
Kunitake. In addition, articles on the
Iwakura mission in Italy published in
the local press proved equally
valuable, and some of these have
been included in the exhibition.
The exhibition is run in conjunction
with the “Bakumatsu-Meiji Symposium
- Doing Research on Bakumatsu and
Meiji Japan in the 21st Century”.
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